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Expect the Unexpected…







Learning 
About 
Sadie



Need an 
advocate 
in the 
home



Exposure to Everything









The System





Understand the Arena you are playing in



Blueprint from NYSED



Pupil Support Services

• Oversee the implementation of Individualized Education Programs (IEPs) and Section 

504 Accommodation Plans.

• CSE: Committee on Special Education

• CPSE: Committee on Preschool Special Education

• Oversee the provision of services provided to our classified students through various 

agencies.  These services include OT, PT, Behavioral Consultation, Parent Training, Job 

Coaching, Assistive Technology Consultation, and Vision services

• Oversee the implementation of home instruction services and IHIPs for students who 

are home schooled by their parents



Special Education Programs and Services

• We have developed comprehensive in-district programs for 

our Students with Disabilities

• Related services

• Consultant teacher services

• Resource Room programs

• Integrated Co-Teaching services

• Special classes (8:1:2, 12:1:1, 15:1)

• Transition Services

• Extended School Year Services



When does Transition Planning begin?

• Beginning at the age of 12, and for any student referred to the CSE for the 

first time after age 12, students and parents complete transition interviews to 

determine vocational skills, aptitudes, and interests

• These are conducted annually

• Beginning at age 15, the transition section of the IEP needs to be completed.

• This is updated annually

• This includes PLEP, appropriate postsecondary goals, statement of transition 

service(s) needed activities needed to facilitate the student’s transition to post-

secondary activities, and the responsibilities of the district in regards to helping with 

this transition.



Set high but not 
impossible 
expectations 

• Never place limits on your child or students. Don’t always 

accept what professionals say at face value. If Erin and I 

listened to what some professionals believed Sadie would 

never be able to do, her life would be so much more 

unfulfilled. She is flourishing. 

• We need to remove the word “special” from education. 

This word places a label on a child that never leaves them 

and carries a negative connotation with it. Yes, the 

children are special, but they certainly are not less than 

“typical children.” Yes, I loathe that phrase as well. 

Inclusion is important, but integration is critical.

• It’s great to be included but to be fully integrated is where 

the secret sauce is. Separating and segregating children is 

not the answer. Teach them to become independent and 

watch them soar!
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